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Key Issues Memorandum 
Huntington Beach General Plan Update 
July 28, 2014 

Overview 
As part of the initial phases of the City of Huntington Beach General 

Plan update, the PMC team worked with City staff to collect and review 

existing plans and policies and technical studies, conduct a 

comprehensive community engagement program, and develop 

community themes. The community engagement process provided 

opportunities for community members to provide input regarding issues, 

concerns, and priorities and their vision for the future of Huntington 

Beach. Based on a comprehensive review of the existing General Plan 

and other City policies, draft technical studies, key findings from 

community engagement activities, and community themes developed 

from stakeholder interviews, PMC has identified a number of key issues 

to be addressed in the General Plan update.  

Defining key issues represents an important next step in developing the 

updated General Plan. As in the existing General Plan, issues will be 

used to organize presentation of General Plan goals and policies. The 

issues included in this memorandum will be vetted and discussed by the 

General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC), issue-based task forces, 

and the Planning Commission and City Council prior to drafting General 

Plan goals, policies, and actions. Key issues are identified using the 

chapters and elements in the existing General Plan, recognizing that 

several of these issues are interrelated and overlap more than one 

element. New issues are introduced, while existing, ongoing issues 

have been updated. In many cases, this effort consolidates multiple 

related issues from the existing General Plan into broader statements 

and reduces duplication of issues across elements. No priority is implied 

by the order in which the issues are presented, and they may be 

rearranged or further reorganized as a result of community input. 

GPAC members should review the key issues presented below prior to 

the August 6, 2014, GPAC meeting and come to the meeting prepared 

to offer comments and suggestions regarding the completeness, 

accuracy, and relevance of the issues relative to the conditions and 

character of Huntington Beach and considering the community vision 

presented and discussed at the meeting on June 4, 2014. Spaces are 

provided on the following pages to note comments and suggestions.  

Community 
Vision 

Chapters / 
Elements 

Issues 

Goals 

Policies 

Actions 
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I. Community Development Chapter 
Community development key issues relate to land use, urban design, historic and cultural 

resources, economic development, growth management, and housing. General Plan community 

development policies direct the overall urban form of the community and protect the 

community’s unique characteristics. The General Plan update project does not include revisions 

to the Housing Element, which was recently updated in 2013. Revisions to the Historic and 

Cultural Resources Element are being completed separately in a process coordinated with the 

City’s Allied Arts Board. 

Land Use Element 

LU-1. Coordinating Development Patterns and Protecting Community Character 

Much of Huntington Beach has been developed, and many of the remaining undeveloped 

parcels are committed to development by specific plans and development agreements or are 

preserved for open space. Consequently, the fundamental patterns, distribution, and form of 

development have been established. Given the limited amount of undeveloped land remaining 

in Huntington Beach, new development projects along some of the city’s arterial corridors 

should make more efficient use of existing land and buildings. Specific focus areas present 

opportunities for redevelopment and reutilization to meet housing, open space and recreation, 

and/or commercial needs, including, but not limited to the following:  

• Gothard Street corridor  

• Beach and Edinger Corridors Specific Plan area 

• Warner Avenue/Goldenwest Street intersection  

• Brookhurst Street/Adams Avenue intersection  

• Adaptive reuse of industrial areas and brownfields 

• Adaptive reuse of closed school sites (while protecting open space resources and 

potential future citywide school capacity, exploring housing opportunities, and focusing 

on school sites along major arterials) 

Changing existing land use patterns could necessitate infill, consolidation of parcels, and reuse 

of existing uses in specific areas. These changes should be accommodated in a way that does 

not disrupt existing neighborhoods, community resources, and beach city culture and identity. 

LU-2. Addressing Interactions Between Neighborhoods and City Attractions 

Huntington Beach contains several well-defined places characterized by community activity and 

a high level of identity. These include the pedestrian-oriented Downtown area, the beach, 

Central Park, the city’s primary recreation and cultural center, and the comparatively new Bella 

Terra area. Most other areas have developed as principally auto-oriented environments that 

pose a challenge for neighborhood interactions. Future planning should provide multiple ways 

for neighborhoods and attractions to interact that rely on non-auto travel modes, drawing on 

existing and expanded bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
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LU-3. Providing a Range of Well-Maintained Housing Types 

Continued increases in land values and construction costs inhibit the ability to provide a range 

of housing types and prices to meet the needs of existing and future residents, particularly 

young family households, seniors, and low- and very low-income households. Encouraging 

development of a wider variety of housing options is crucial to meet existing and future housing 

needs. As the housing stock continues to age, ongoing efforts will be required to ensure it is 

maintained and does not physically or economically deteriorate. 

LU-4. Clustering Compatible Uses Along Commercial Corridors 

Development in many commercial corridors is fragmented, resulting in the absence of 

identifiable and unified commercial districts. For example, the city contains a high concentration 

of automobile dealers that are located along Beach Boulevard in a relatively fragmented 

manner. These dealers could compete more effectively with auto dealers in other cities if they 

were located in a highly visible, consolidated automobile area. Viable commercial districts 

necessitate clustering compatible uses in limited areas, rather than dispersion along corridors. 

LU-5. Protecting and Adaptively Reusing Industrial Areas 

The nature of industrial uses has changed over the past few decades. Historically, most 

industrial land in Huntington Beach was used to support the aerospace industry and 

manufacturing. These uses were separated from residential and commercial uses to avoid noise 

and odors, and located adjacent to arterial and rail corridors to support goods movement. 

Although aerospace and manufacturing uses continue to thrive in Huntington Beach, a variety of 

nonindustrial uses have been introduced in some industrial areas. Many of these uses have 

supported and been ancillary to the primary industrial function, while others provide a variety of 

other valuable services to the community.  

The City should better define the desired range of uses in industrial areas, promote creation of 

more local jobs, and consider if redeveloping certain industrial areas to include commercial uses 

and housing provides community benefits equal to or greater than industrial use. There is also 

opportunity to intensify use of underutilized or underperforming industrial land, and to introduce 

new industrial uses that create both jobs and housing.  

LU-6. Maintaining Flexible Long-Term School Capacity  

Much of Huntington Beach was built during a time when demand for school facilities was high to 

accommodate the needs of the post–World War II baby boom. Today, demand for school 

facilities is experiencing a relative decline. While some schools and districts are at or above 

capacity, many are under capacity. Short-term demand for residential, commercial, and open 

space uses is competing with the ability to retain these sites for longer-term school use. 

Nonoperational schools are being leased for other uses, while other schools are overcrowded. 

Flexible interim use options should be employed that maximize existing use of school spaces 

while accommodating future community and school use needs.  
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Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urban Design Element 

UD-1. Maintaining Beach City Culture and Identity 

Protecting the traditional beach and “surf city” feel of Huntington Beach is a community priority. 

Huntington Beach successfully brands and advertises itself as “Surf City.” Continuing to 

preserve historic and cultural resources related to that identity, such as older neighborhoods, 

and historic buildings in Downtown, is an important step in retaining Huntington Beach’s unique 

feel and culture. Some current development trends threaten this culture (e.g., “mansionization” 

in residential areas). Future development should avoid or downplay such trends and incorporate 

methods to protect the community’s long-established culture.  

UD-2. Fostering the Identity of Individual Neighborhoods and Districts 

A lack of distinctive character in the districts, corridors, and neighborhoods contributes to an 

overall weak visual community image. Fostering or enhancing the identity of individual 

communities is key to strengthening the city’s overall image and the ability of a person to 

identify it or associate it uniquely with Huntington Beach. Districts, corridors, and neighborhoods 

should be encouraged to express their own unique architectural design and landscape material 

characteristics. Each district should take its own unique design direction and reinforce that 

direction through private (landscape, remodeling, new construction) as well as public (street 

trees, signage) improvements. 
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UD-3. Accommodating Larger-Scale Development while Enhancing Character of 

Commercial Corridors 

Commercial corridors are fragmented, lack a sense of center, and contain a mix of land uses 

that do not distinctly identify corridors. Many corridors have insufficient contrast in character, no 

identifiable thematic strengths, inconsistent and extensive signage, and varied development 

scale. Land use decisions that support higher-density structures along commercial corridors 

could adversely impact the character of corridors, unless structures are scaled and designed to 

create visually distinctive architecture and places. Commercial corridors should have a unified 

identity through coordinated signage patterns, compatible development character, and a 

minimum of visual clutter.   

UD-4. Maintaining Historic Character and Architectural Diversity in Downtown 

Major new projects in the Downtown area have joined and in some instances supplanted the 

older buildings traditionally associated with Downtown. Older structures should be integrated 

into the design themes of the Downtown. At the same time, Downtown should maintain some 

architectural diversity, as well as observe the retail street wall through consistent setbacks, 

taking care to coordinate new development setbacks with existing setbacks. 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic and Cultural Resources Element 
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Key issues are not presented for the Historic and Cultural Resources Element since it is being 

updated through a separate process coordinated with the Allied Arts Board. 

Economic Development Element 

ED-1. Capitalizing on Location with Technology and Infrastructure 

The City must continue to capitalize on its location and reputation as an advantageous business 

location. Establishing areas where technology and infrastructure are provided specifically to 

support new businesses and providing a variety of building and development platforms for a 

diverse range of businesses are important steps to attract new and retain existing businesses. 

ED-2. Retaining, Expanding, and Capturing Businesses 

The City must develop a series of incentives to retain, expand, or capture new businesses, 

including research and development industries, as well as new start-ups (i.e., incubators). 

Working closely with private sector employers, the City should promote the creation of additional 

high-paying jobs within the community and attract greater workforce diversity.  

ED-3. Capturing Sales Tax Revenues 

The City must reverse recent “leakage” trends in retail sales and recapture sales tax revenues 

that are leaving the city by promoting development and expansion of commercial uses that 

serve Huntington Beach and the surrounding region. Encouraging a variety of commercial uses 

that cater to local and regional needs creates an environment that meets resident needs, 

captures sales tax revenues, and minimizes commercial vacancies.  

ED-4. Encouraging Renovation and Revitalization of Commercial Areas 

There is a marked difference in development quality and property maintenance between older 

commercial corridors and newer commercial and mixed-use centers. The City must encourage 

the renovation and revitalization of deteriorating and struggling commercial areas and corridors.  

ED-5. Adapting to a Changing Economy 
As with the oil industry in the early twentieth century, many new industries are getting their start 

in Huntington Beach in the twenty-first century. However, in the past decade, the way 

businesses operate has changed. Employees are looking for alternatives to long commutes. 

Employers are looking for ways to attract new talent, and communities desire greater workforce 

diversity. The commercial and industrial building stock in Huntington Beach may not be 

adequate for the full range of new employment uses, which will require planning and 

investment. 
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Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growth Management Element 

The Growth Management Element presents policies for the planning and provision of traffic 

improvements, public services, and public facilities necessary for orderly growth and 

development in Huntington Beach. In addition, this element sets forth minimum standards and 

levels of service for police and fire/paramedic services, traffic/circulation, parks, and 

water/wastewater/drainage. All cities in Orange County are required to adopt a Growth 

Management Element in order to receive Measure M2 transportation funding. 

The issues presented in the Growth Management Element are meant to be consistent with and 

implement those in other elements of the General Plan. As such, duplication of issues 

addressed in other elements is both desirable and intentional, and the issues identified below 

are cross-referenced to other elements. 

Police and Fire/Paramedic Services 

GM-1. Providing Adequate Public Safety Services 
Please refer to Issues PFS-1 and PFS-2.  

Traffic/Circulation 

GM-2. Mitigating Traffic Congestion 
Please refer to Issue CIRC-1 and CIRC-2. 

GM-3. Ensuring Access for Emergency Vehicles 
Please refer to Issue CIRC-4. 
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Parks 

GM-4. Providing Adequate Recreation and Parks Facilities 
Please refer to Issue RCS-1. 

GM-5. Providing Adequate Cultural Activities and Human Services  

To be identified by the Allied Arts Board in the Historic and Cultural Resources Element.  

Water/Wastewater/Drainage 

GM-6. Maintaining/Repairing Existing Infrastructure 
Please refer to Issues U-1, U-2, U-3, and U-4. 

GM-7. Update and Refinement of Infrastructure Master Plans 

Please refer to Issue U-4. 

GM-8. Upgrading the City’s Water/Wastewater/Drainage Facilities 
Please refer to Issues U-1, U-2, U-3, and U-4. 

GM-9. Protecting and Conserving Water Resources 

Please refer to Issue U-1. 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housing Element 

Key issues are not presented for the Housing Element since it is not part of the General Plan 

update project. 
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II. Infrastructure and Community Services 
Infrastructure and community services key issues relate to circulation, public facilities and public 

services, recreation and community services, and utilities. General Plan infrastructure and 

community services policies direct circulation and mobility, police and fire services, and parks 

and recreation resources in the community. 

Circulation Element 

CIRC-1. Maintaining Adequate Level of Service Over Time 

While the City has generally maintained adequate levels of service over time, congestion occurs 

at some key intersections and on several arterial roadways during commute hours, on the 

weekends, and during the tourist season. The City does not control operations on some 

roadways, as they are under Caltrans jurisdiction. Maintaining adequate level of service 

enhances quality of life for Huntington Beach residents, promotes traffic safety, and improves 

the ability of emergency service providers to respond to emergency situations. 

CIRC-2. Reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled and Enhancing Regional Access 
As with most of Orange County, Huntington Beach’s transportation system was largely built to 

accommodate the automobile. As a result, the number of vehicle miles traveled by residents 

and employees is high, and limited regional transit infrastructure, connections, or options are 

available. Enhancing regional transit connections would improve access and mobility for 

residents and visitors and could reduce vehicle miles traveled, traffic congestion, and parking 

limitations in the community. Options include new transit connections, such as a rail corridor 

running parallel to and east of Gothard Street providing connections between the beach and the 

Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center (ARTIC). Local transit connections to 

existing Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and Metro regional transit linkages are 

also desirable, particularly to support service workers in the community who have long, 

circuitous commutes from communities with more affordable and diverse housing options. 

CIRC-3. Providing Adequate Downtown and Beach Parking  

Parking is a challenge in Downtown throughout the year, but especially during high tourist 

season and special events. Limited street parking and Downtown parking structures are the 

current primary parking options. While drivers circulate looking for available parking spaces, 

congestion increases. This congestion, combined with frustration while looking for parking, may 

diminish the visitor experience. 

CIRC-4. Ensuring Access for Emergency Vehicles 

Ensuring the ability of the City’s emergency services to respond to emergency situations is 

crucial to the community’s public safety. Congestion may impede the ability of the City’s 

emergency services to respond in a timely manner. It is important to implement new devices 

and programs to improve the ability of fire personnel and vehicles to respond to calls for 

assistance.  
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CIRC-5. Enhancing Bicycle and Pedestrian Access 

The existing development pattern in Huntington Beach limits the ability to commute via bicycle 

or as a pedestrian and limits access to goods, services, schools, and parks and recreation 

resources. It is generally considered challenging and unpleasant to cross or travel along major 

roadways as a bicyclist or pedestrian. Retooling the roadway system to serve the needs of all 

users equally can increase the viability of bicycling and walking for both commute and local 

service trips. At the same time, some portions of Huntington Beach (e.g., Downtown/Main 

Street) are dominated by pedestrians during the peak tourist season and would benefit from 

improvements that balance the needs of other users.  

CIRC-6. Increasing Local Transit Options 

Existing local bus service has been characterized as limited and slow. A negative perception of 

the transit system dissuades ridership, and current ridership levels do not warrant expanded 

routes or frequencies. Because driving remains the preferred travel mode among most residents 

and visitors, creating a successful local transit system will be challenging. Still, Huntington 

Beach can take steps to improve local transit conditions over the long term by incorporating 

transit amenities within local roadway improvements and by preserving existing rail rights-of-

way for future rail or trail use. Additional buses, routes, and express buses could serve 

employee commute destinations, such as Long Beach or Santa Ana and the resort hotel district. 

A local loop shuttle system could connect key destinations such as Downtown, the beach, resort 

hotels, Golden West College, and Bella Terra. 

Comments: 
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Public Facilities and Public Services Element 

PFS-1. Providing Adequate Police Officers and Facilities to Meet Public Safety Needs 

New development and anticipated population growth will require additional police services and 

equipment. The relationship between the location and rate of growth and the resulting demand 

on existing facilities should be considered to achieve optimal utilization of allocated public safety 

resources and provide desired levels of response and protection within the community. As 

population continues to grow, the City should consider means to expand police facilities and 

services, reduce crime rates, and enhance the perception of safety in all areas. With anticipated 

future population increases and federal, state, and county funding decreases, the ability to 

provide adequate public facilities and services may be challenging.  

PFS-2. Providing Adequate Paramedic and Fire Services to Meet Public Safety Needs 

The City will need to continue to provide fire service facilities and paramedic services to meet 

anticipated population growth, and urban fire hazards may increase as the existing building 

stock ages.  

PFS-3. Providing Library Services to Meet Community Needs 

Public libraries are a valuable resource and are well used by a variety of community members. 

Increases in library patronage generated by development may overload the library system’s 

capacity to provide adequate services without appropriate funding increases. 

PFS-4. Funding Public Facilities and Services 

As population increases and federal, state, and county funding decreases, the ability to provide 

adequate facilities and services may be diminished.  

Comments: 
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Recreation and Community Services Element 

RCS-1. Meeting Recreation, Parks, and Facilities Needs 
The City currently meets established standards for providing park and recreation facilities. 

However, anticipated growth will increase demand for recreation programs, park facilities, and 

community youth and senior center services. Recreation programs, available park acreage, and 

potential sites for new or expanded parks should be periodically assessed. Demand is strong for 

both parks that feature active recreational facilities and support team sports and those that 

provide access to natural environments. The adequacy of Quimby Act in-lieu fees to meet 

community needs and alternative funding methods for park development and renovation should 

be periodically evaluated. 

RCS-2. Providing Services to Meet Senior and Youth Needs 

The aging of the general population and increases in the senior population will increase demand 

for senior services. The city’s senior and elderly population would greatly benefit from additional 

and accessible social services to serve their needs. The soon-to-be-developed senior center 

provides an opportunity to increase senior services, though the location is inaccessible for 

many. Community and social services are also not meeting all of the needs of children and 

youth in the community. There is considerable disparity among schools in the community, and 

students are not receiving the same caliber of education or extracurricular programs. After 

completing high school, young adults have a particular need for support and job training 

opportunities.  

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Issues – July 28, 2014 13 
 

 

Utilities Element 

U-1. Protecting and Conserving Water Resources 
Although Huntington Beach has relatively good access to available groundwater, additional 

steps should be taken to protect water resources and to prepare the city to sustain the future 

population. Steps could be taken to promote residential and business water conservation, 

including innovative approaches like an incentive-based challenge. Drought-tolerant 

landscaping, saltwater reclamation, and groundwater replenishment represent opportunities to 

conserve water, develop new water supplies, and sustain valuable groundwater resources for 

long-term use. 

U-2. Supporting Storm Drain System Upgrades and Maintenance 

The City must assess the capability of the pumping stations in tandem with county flood control 

channel improvements. Several County-owned storm channel facilities need to be upgraded 

and maintained to meet 100-year flood standards. With anticipated growth, pumping stations 

and channel capacity should be evaluated and improved. The Storm Drain Master Plan 

identifies unbuilt storm drain deficiencies, which will be constructed through the annual drainage 

fee revenue. The drainage facilities’ maintenance is funded through the General Fund. 

Additional funding is necessary to construct and maintain adequate drainage facilities.  

U-3. Maintaining Optimal Physical Condition of Sewer Mains 

As the sewer system continues to age, sewer mains will deteriorate. Several recent projects 

have upgraded current treatment methods at existing facilities. However, the only funding 

source for sewer maintenance is the General Fund. Therefore, funds set aside for sewer 

maintenance are minimal. 

U-4. Using a System-Based Approach to Improve or Replace Infrastructure  

Much of the city’s infrastructure is aging and will require improvements or replacement over 

time, including parks and facilities, and water, sewer, and street infrastructure. Much of the 

future development in the community is planned for arterial corridors, such as Beach Boulevard 

and Edinger Avenue. Street, sewer, and water infrastructure will need to accommodate 

additional residents and businesses in these areas. Rather than updating infrastructure on a 

project-by-project basis, the City should consider undertaking citywide improvement programs 

and evaluate funding options. Future development projects should also cover the cost of 

needed infrastructure improvements. 

Comments: 
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III. Natural Resources Chapter 
Natural resource key issues relate to environmental resources and conservation areas in the 

city, including biological resource areas, energy and water conservation, air quality, greenhouse 

gas emissions, and coastal resources. General Plan natural resources policies direct managed 

use and conservation of these resources. 

Environmental Resources/Conservation Element 

ERC-1. Identifying Existing and Potential Habitat Areas 

Though a significant portion of Huntington Beach is urbanized, several sensitive areas with 

potential habitat value remain. These areas are managed by a variety of agencies and 

organizations that have different levels of jurisdiction and authority over the resources present. 

Several areas that provide potential habitat value also support other uses requiring routine 

maintenance (e.g., beaches, parks). 

ERC-2. Protecting Trees, Freshwater Lakes, and Habitats in Parks 
 

The city has many established trees, some of which form groves, such as those in Central and 

Norma Gibbs parks. These trees provide nesting and roosting areas for both birds and 

butterflies, as well as perches for raptor species. The City has not defined “significant” trees or 

groves, nor has any policy been adopted regarding the protection of the trees or groves as 

biological habitat resources. While City parks are designed primarily to support recreational use, 

portions of parks that have remained undeveloped or have been “naturalized” (e.g., the Shipley 

Nature Center in Central Park) provide habitat resources. The three freshwater lakes in Central 

Park are used by a number of waterfowl and other birds. Other lakes located throughout the city 

can provide habitat for a variety of resident and migratory bird species. 

ERC-3. Protecting Habitat Resources in Wetlands 

Huntington Harbour, the Bolsa Chica Wetlands, the Huntington Beach Wetlands, the Talbert 

and Huntington channels, Anaheim Bay, and the Naval Weapons Station wetlands are used as 

spawning and nursery areas for a number of marine fishes, including important commercial 

fishes. Threatened and endangered birds utilize the Bolsa Chica Wetlands and Huntington 

Beach Wetlands for nesting and/or foraging. Past development and the ongoing modifications to 

the Santa Ana River mouth and Huntington Beach Wetlands outlet have directly impacted areas 

through filling, dredging, and channelization. Urban runoff has also affected these areas. 

Stormwater runoff from streets with oil and grease is known to adversely impact marine 

biological resources and wetlands.  
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ERC-4. Protecting Coastal Habitat Resources  

While important biologically, coastal dunes, the beach, the surf zone, and offshore areas are 

also recognized as important recreational amenities. The offshore area is an important foraging 

area for coastal fishes (surf perch and others) and for marine birds and is used by a variety of 

marine mammals. The beach and upper surf zone provide nesting areas for birds and fishes. 

Coastal dunes have been reduced by urban development erosion and degradation and the 

intensification of beach uses. Threatened and endangered birds utilize the beach for nesting 

and/or foraging.   

ERC-5. Connectivity and Conservation 

Connectivity between open space areas is an essential element of species conservation. 

Wildlife corridors refer to established migration routes commonly used by resident and migratory 

species for passage from one geographic location to another. Corridors are present in a variety 

of habitats and link otherwise fragmented acres of undisturbed area. Wildlife corridors link areas 

of suitable wildlife habitat that are otherwise separated by changes in vegetation, rugged terrain, 

or human disturbance. Fragmentation of open space areas by urbanization creates isolated 

islands of wildlife habitat. The majority of Huntington Beach and its surroundings has been built 

out; however, the undisturbed portions around the perimeter and off-site could facilitate regional 

wildlife movement. Specifically, Huntington Harbour connects Bolsa Chica to the off-site Seal 

Beach National Wildlife Refuge. 

ERC-6. Expanding Renewable Energy Sources 

Current energy resources are generally viewed as limited and unsustainable. Consequently, the 

City should prepare for and encourage conservation and pursue alternative energy sources. 

Community education regarding energy efficiency continues to be important, and the City could 

take additional steps to encourage both municipal and distributed solar photovoltaic 

development. 

Comments: 
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Air Quality Element 

AQ-1. Encouraging Land Use Patterns That Reduce Vehicular Travel 
Huntington Beach has a dispersed land use pattern that separates jobs from housing, 

discourages pedestrian activity, and increases dependency on vehicular travel. 

AQ-2. Reducing Particulate Emissions from the Industry and Business Sector 

Local construction, oil extraction, the use of unpaved roads, and agricultural operations release 

a significant amount of particulate emissions.   

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

Coastal Element 

Key issues are not presented for the Coastal Element since it is not a part of the General Plan 

update project. 

IV. Hazards Chapter 
Hazards key issues relate to environmental hazards, noise, and hazardous materials in the city. 

General Plan hazards policies direct planning related to hazards including near-surface water 

depth, faults, liquefaction, tsunami and seiche, subsidence, methane, flooding, and other 

geologic and soils engineering hazards; noise sources; and hazardous waste planning and 

operation. Existing federal, state, and City codes and ordinances have been adopted to mitigate 

many of these hazards, so not all are considered key issues to be discussed relative to the 

General Plan update. The discussion below focuses on ongoing or new issues that should be 

addressed through policies and programs in the General Plan Update. 

Environmental Hazards Element 

HAZ-1. Preparing for a Changing Coastline 

Under the most conservative planning scenarios, both coastal and inland portions of Huntington 

Beach could be periodically flooded or inundated due to sea level rise. In anticipation, the City 

should establish new standards and requirements to ensure that vulnerable areas are protected, 

new development is planned appropriately to accommodate changing conditions, and existing 

beach and wetland resources adapt and become more resilient. 
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HAZ-2. Minimizing Flooding and Tsunami Hazards 

Portions of Huntington Beach are susceptible to flooding under a 100-year storm scenario, and 

other areas experience recurring local flooding during rainstorms and storm surges. Many areas 

currently experience or are vulnerable to flooding hazards that could be exacerbated by sea 

level rise. For example, low-lying areas that experience flooding may experience greater 

inundation for longer periods of time, and portions of the coastline susceptible to tsunami 

inundation could expand. The failure of Prado Dam near the head of Santa Ana Canyon also 

poses a remote flooding threat if the basin were nearly full during a failure. Due to the location 

on the coast, the city is subject to potential run-up and tsunami damage from both distant and 

locally generated tsunamis. 

HAZ-3. Reducing Damage from Long-Term Ponding  

The rate at which water can percolate varies among the soils found in Huntington Beach but is 

generally slow. Long-term ponding of water during heavy rains or lengthy periods of 

precipitation is likely in some areas.   

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noise Element 

N-1. Mitigating Noise from New Development 
Some residential, commercial, and institutional land uses, particularly those located along 

arterial roadways, experience vehicular noise in excess of City standards. New development 

supporting anticipated population growth will increase traffic levels on arterials located 

throughout the city, resulting in increased noise levels. Several vacant parcels that may be 

developed in the future and parcels which may support infill development or reuse are 

surrounded by existing development.  
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Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hazardous Materials Element 

HM-1. Remediating Brownfield Sites 

Due to historical aerospace, oil, and energy production uses and related contamination, several 

opportunity sites for cleanup and remediation are located within the community. These sites 

offer new opportunities for brownfield development and reduce the potential for exposure to 

contaminants for future generations. Brownfield sites include numerous chemical tanks (e.g., oil, 

solvents), a landfill, and sites where toxic wastes/materials were disposed of improperly in the 

past. Addressing these issues improves environmental quality of life, desirability of surrounding 

neighborhoods, economic development, and housing options. 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


